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gave her mind of His Passion. And for the compassion
that she had of Our Lord's Passion, she cried so wondrous
loud, and they had never heard her cry before (at Lynne),
so it was the more marvel unto them, for she had her first
cry at Jerusalem, as is written before.
And many said there was never saint in Heaven who
cried as she did, wherefore they would conclude that she
had a devil within her, which caused that crying; and so
they said, plainly, and much more evil.
5ib And she took all patiently for Our Lord's love, for she
knew well that the Jews said much worse of His own
Person than men did of her, and therefore she took it the
more meekly.
Some said she had the falling evil, for she, with the
crying, wrested her body, turning from the one side to
the other, and waxed all blue and livid, like the colour
of lead. Then folk spat at her for horror of the sickness,
and some scorned her and said that she howled as if she
were a dog, and banned her and cursed her, and said she
did much harm among the people. Then they that before-
time had given her both meat and drink for God's love,
now they put her away, and bade her that she should not
come in their places, because of the cruel tales that they
heard of her.
Afterwards, when the time came that she should go
to Saint James, she went to the best friends that she had
in Lynne and told them her intent, how she purposed to
go to Saint James if she could have money to go with,
but she was poor and owed much debt. And her friends
said to her: —
'Why have ye given away your money and other men's
also? Where shall ye now get as much money as ye owe?'
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